
Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Libraries Division 

Administrator's Decision on Appea l - Funding Year 2012-2013 

May 26, 2015 

Jay Caldwell 
Harambee Charter School 
640 N 66th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19151 

Re: Appli cant Name: 
Billed Entity Number: 

HARAMBEE CHARTER SCHOOL 
228 148 

Form 471 Application Number: 
funding Request Number(s): 

874945 
2388622 

Your Correspondence Dated: June 07, 2013 

After thorough review and investjgation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries 
Division (SLD) of the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) has made its 
decision in regard to your appeal of USA C's Funding Year 2012 Revised Funding 
Commitment Decision Letter for the Application Number indicated above. This letter 
explains the basis of USA C's decision. The date of this letter begins the 60 day time 
period for appealing this decision. If your Letter of Appeal included more than one 
Application Number, please note that you wi ll receive a separate letter for each 
application. 

Funding Request Number(s): 2388622 
Decision on Appeal: Partially Approved, Funding Denied 
Explanation: 

• lt was determined that the original Block 4 submission for the above Priority Two 
funding request had requested a desired discount of 80%. During the Program 
In tegrity Assurance review process the discount was changed to reflect 60%. On 
appeal the applicant has requested that the discount be changed to refl ect 90%. 
According to our records, Program Compliance has determined that the correct 
discount should be 80% as was originally requested by the applicant on the Block 
4 submission. The rules of this support mechanism do not allow an increase of 
the di scount on appeal unless there was an error on the part of USAC. Partially 
approved, funding denied. 

• FCC rules require that where demand for funding exceeds available support, first 
priority be given to requests for Telecommunications Services and Internet 
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Access. See 47 C.F.R . sec. 54.507(g)( I )(i). FCC rules further require that 
requests for Internal Connections be g iven second priority and be funded only if 
funds remain after supporc has been reserved fo r Telecommunications and 
Internet Access through all di scount levels in a funding year. See 47 C.F.R sec. 
54.507(g)( I )(ii). For schoo ls and libraries that create conso11ia for the purposes of 
making funding requests and sharing products and/or servi ces, the discount level 
is cal cu.l ated by averaging the app licable di scounts of the schools and libraries 
that are members of the consortia. See 4 7 C.f .R . sec. 54.505(b )( 4) . Because 
discount levels fo r consortia are determined in this manner, the discount levels for 
shared products and/or serv ices requests are single discount level percentages 
rather than the broad di scount leve l percentages for individ ual schools and 
libraries as determi ned by the matrix. See Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service, CC Docket Nos. 97-2 1 and 96-45, Fifth Order on Reconsideration in CC 
Docket No. 97-2 1, Eleventh Order on Reconsideration in CC Docket No. 96-45 
and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 14 FCC Red 6033, FCC 99-49 (rel. 
May 28, 1999). Where demand for di scounts for Internal Connections exceeds 
available support, FCC Rules require that funding be allocated to the most 
economically disadvantaged schools and librari es as determined by the matrix . 
See 47 C.F.R. secs. 54.505(c), 54.507(g)( 1 )(ii). Consequently, where demand for 
discounts for Internal Connections exceeds available support, FCC rules require 
that funding be awarded first to applicants e li gible for a 90 percent discount level 
and then at each descending sing le discount percentage until funds are depleted . 
See 47 C.F.R. sec. 54.507(g)(l )(iii). 

• Your appeal requests additional funds that were not included in the FCC Form 
471 that you are appea ling. FCC rules require that funding requests must be 
submitted via an FCC Form 471 . See 47 C.F.R. sec. 54.504(a). Considerations 
fo r funding requests depend on the date the FCC Form 471 is received and the 
amount of funds available if it is received a fter the close of the filing window. 
See 47 C.F.R. sec. 54.507(g)( l )(i)-(v). The FCC directed USAC to allow 
applicants to amend their fom1s to correct cle rical and ministerial errors on their 
FCC Fo rms 470, FCC Form 471 applica ti ons, or associated documentation until 
an FCDL is issued. Such errors include o nl y the kinds of errors that a typist 
might make when entering data from one I ist to another, such as mistyping a 
number, us ing the wrong name or phone number, fa i I ing to enter an item from the 
source li st onto the application. or making an arithmetic error. See In the Matter 
of Schools and Libraries Uni versal Serv ice Support Mechanism, CC Docket No. 
02-6. Order, FCC 11-60 para. 5 (re l. April 14. 201 1). 

S ince your appeal was partially approved but funding was denied. you may fi le an appeal 
with the FCC. Your appeal must be postmarked wi thin 60 days of the date on this letter. 
Failure lo meet thi s requirement will result in automati c dismissal of your appeal. You 
should re fer to CC Docket No. 02-6 on the firs t page of your appeal to the FCC. l f you 
are submitting your appeal via United States Postal Service, send to: FCC. Office of the 
Secretary, 445 12th S treet SW. Washington, DC 20554. Further information and options 
for filing an appeal directly wi th the FCC can be found under the Reference 
Area/" Appeals" of the SLD secti on of the US/\C website or by con tacting the Clie nt 
Service Bureau. We strongly recommend that yo u use the electro nic filing options. 
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We thank you for your continued support, patience and cooperation during the appeal 
process. 

Schools and Librari es Division 
Universal Service Administrative Company 
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